
  
 

 

 

  
 

  

 

Eight measles cases have been confirmed in Columbus and Franklin County over the past five 
months, the first cases in our community in 20 years. 
 

While the initial four cases had history of international travel to countries currently experiencing 
measles outbreaks, the four most recent cases did not travel and are not directly connected to 
the previous four cases. This development is deeply concerning and indicates ongoing 
community transmission of measles. Because the most recent cases are linked to one another, 
a measles outbreak has now been declared. 
 

All recent cases have occurred in unvaccinated young children who were old enough to have 
received the very safe and highly effective measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) vaccine. 
 

Clinicians are urged to consider measles in the differential diagnosis of febrile rash illness, 
especially in those who have not been immunized with MMR vaccine. 
 

All unvaccinated people born during or after 1957 are potentially susceptible to measles which 
is one of the most contagious of all infectious diseases. People with measles are infectious for 
four days before until four days after rash onset. 
 

Individuals at highest risk of measles complications, such as pneumonia, encephalitis and 
death include: 

 Infants and children <5 years of age 

 Adults >20 years of age 

 Pregnant people 

 Immunocompromised individuals 

 

Health care providers who suspect measles should immediately isolate the patient in an 
airborne infection isolation room (AIIR) and promptly report to the Infectious Disease Reporting 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IbWcs9wi6U65hiSXFNXbdf691VKAmOxWSiNRbh2PSiOpfbL5001TegX0zzKJA7t51Kk2Q7k_HRkPaAK_z6TMQexdcPf8dS7CXmEgVTNw-zqcs4TJ1i2poJ51YY8g-aI9v3P2fcXpU4ZZtZ8vlLD-Z72SbqM6dtZfcTbyuXF2bVkOLXZz2gZ-Jw==&c=j2Bgg9_J1m4Vxcokranf19wI8SRA1Cmw-B_83aObBoAfA1QMeCwkYw==&ch=Fj2EQz3JIoamL-VcnJo8_e9x5wVOtmwC18VW5_qAG4xGmv6YVGiZ9Q==__;!!NiUAmZJ8c1GNWg!QSclw84sPguvv77MdNMRSp7l8UQ9KqLPGuIcM7rAi-UhIRS-N-wIwIAJkDroHZkh-iWcTZa5r5z4keMkVtlXUL_Isw$


System (IDRS) at 614-525-8888. Columbus Public Health and Franklin County Public Health 
will facilitate consultation and testing with the Ohio Department of Health and the Centers for 
Disease Control & Prevention for patients who meet the clinical and epidemiologic criteria as 
possible measles cases. Guidance about specimen collection is detailed at 
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/lab-tools/index.html. 
 

Please ensure all your patients are up to date on recommended MMR vaccination, with focus 
on all who will travel internationally, including early vaccination of infants 6-11 months of age as 
detailed at https://www.cdc.gov/measles/hcp/index.html#vaccination and 
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/plan-for-travel.html. 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

Measles  
https://www.cdc.gov/measles 

 

Measles Health Care Providers 
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/hcp/index.html 
 

Measles Diagnosis 
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/downloads/Measles-
fact-sheet-508.pdf 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3HFeQEciDVY 

 

Measles Infection Prevention & Control 
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/guidelines/measl
es/index.html 
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