
Is patient insured by 

an Ohio Medicaid 

plan?*

Check insurance 

formulary. Is 

fluticasone propionate 

HFA preferred?

Prescribe appropriate 

dose of fluticasone 

propionate HFA

Decision Guidance for Selecting an Inhaled Corticosteroid 

Compatible with a Spacer

No
Is Asmanex

®
 HFA 

preferred?
No

Can pharmacy order 

inhaler from their 

wholesaler?

Submit a PA for 

fluticasone propionate 

HFA or Asmanex
® 

HFA

Prescribe appropriate 

dose of Asmanex
®  

HFA

Children do not have the lung strength and therefore the inspiratory flow to 
properly deliver medication from a breath-actuated inhaler to their lungs

1
. 

Asthma clinical guidelines confer that children need to use a metered dose 
inhaler with a spacer to appropriately treat asthma

2,3
.  The only spacer-

compatible controller inhalers available are fluticasone propionate HFA and 
mometasone furoate HFA. Please approve a PA for ___________________.
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*Flovent
® 

generic 

inhalers are available 

and covered for Ohio 

Medicaid patients

Not in stock 

at pharmacy

Yes

Asthma pathway for step therapy guidance
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Yes

Yes

No

Yes No

START HERE

PA Approved

If PA denied, 

consider an 

appeal. 

Prescribing 

budesonide 

ampules with a 

nebulizer is an 

alternative 

treatment 

approach, if 

covered.

Are other strengths of 

the same medication 

available?

Ask pharmacy to order 
and  communicate with 

patient when 
prescription is ready for 
pick-up (~24-48 hours)

Consider alternative 

dosing (e.g. for 

fluticasone propionate 

HFA instead of 44mcg 

2 puffs BID; consider 

110mcg 1 puff BID)

Check with another 

pharmacy to find 

availability

Yes

No

Equivalent 

Inhaled Steroid 

Dose Table

Sample language for PA or appeal

https://partnersforkids.org/resources/?resource_q=diagnosis&resource_region=west-region&resource_category=prescribing-resources
https://partnersforkids.org/resources/?resource_q=comparative&resource_region=west-region&resource_category=prescribing-resources
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